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What is the purpose of placement assessment? Placement Assessment results will help advisors determine 

the most appropriate courses for each student as they move forward with college coursework. Therefore, 

after taking a Placement Assessment, students should meet with their advisor to review their results and 

enroll in the best classes based on their scores.  

This is a “Placement Assessment,” not a test. The difference is that a Placement Assessment is designed to 

determine what a student knows and what a student needs to work on. At the end of the ALEKS PPL 

Assessment, a student will have a much better sense of his/her strengths and weaknesses in math. Students 

then have a chance to brush up on topics that may have been forgotten or haven’t been practiced for some 

time.  

Be honest. Students must take the Placement Assessment seriously and give it a sincere effort so that it truly 

reflects their current level of knowledge and math preparedness. There is no benefit to cheating on the 

Placement Assessment – the only result will be that students enroll in classes that are too difficult or not 

challenging enough, potentially costing time and money. Therefore, while taking the Placement Assessment, 

students should not consult outside sources for help (friends/family, internet searches, textbooks, notes, etc.). 

The purpose of the Placement Assessment is to give an accurate measure of students’ current mathematical 

knowledge so that they will be successful in mathematics courses. Any deviation will be considered an 

infraction of the Student Conduct & Community Standards policy, JCU Student Conduct and Community 

Standards. 

FAQs 
 

Preparation  

Why must I take the ALEKS PPL Assessment? The Placement Assessment is used to determine the 

mathematics and science courses in which you will have the greatest success. Upon completing the Placement 

Assessments, ALEKS will send your scores to your academic advisor. Your advisor will review your scores and 

make appropriate recommendations for course registration. Further, ALEKS provides you with the tools to 

improve your mathematics preparation so that you can repair any gaps you may have. 

 
Who has to take the ALEKS PPL Assessment? If you plan to pursue a career in any of the fields listed below, 
you will need to take the Mathematics Placement Assessment: 

● Biology & Chemistry 
● Business 
● Data Science & Mathematics 
● Health sciences 
● Physics & Engineering 
● Psychology 

https://jcu.edu/about-us/administrative-offices/dean-of-students/student-conduct-community-standards
https://jcu.edu/about-us/administrative-offices/dean-of-students/student-conduct-community-standards
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When do I take the ALEKS PPL Assessment? Please take the assessment before you attend Orientation for the 

best advising.   

Are ALEKS PPL Assessments proctored? The assessment is proctored online by using a Lockdown Browser. All 

students should download this prior to logging into ALEKS (Respondus lockdown system requirements).  If you 

need assistance with the Lockdown Browser, please view Respondus_Monitor_PPL_Student_Guide.pdf. We 

reserve the right to require a student to take a Placement Assessment in a personally proctored environment.  

Is there a fee for using ALEKS PPL? Use of ALEKS is included in your student fees. 

Do I need to install any software or plug-ins prior to taking the ALEKS Placement Assessment? No. No plug-

ins or applets are required for using ALEKS PPL. As long as you have access to the internet and are using an 

updated browser, you should not experience difficulties in taking your Placement Assessment. However, 

Chromebooks will not work with the Lockdown browser. Please be sure you download the Lockdown browser 

before you begin the exam (Respondus lockdown system requirements). For a list of preferred browsers, 

please review the ALEKS system requirements on their support site:  

https://www.aleks.com/support/lockdown_system_requirements
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1-JL_54WZCXPjzkq3lyx8tKX45e3HRhKn&authuser=latkins%40jcu.edu&usp=drive_fs
https://www.aleks.com/support/lockdown_system_requirements
http://www.aleks.com/support/system_requirements
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begins. The tutorial shows you how to enter different answers and use the ALEKS calculator and graph. If you aren’t 

sure how to input a response or need help while taking th

https://jcu.edu/about-us/administrative-offices/dean-of-students/student-conduct-community-standards
https://secure.aleks.com/shiblogon/sso?sso_account=b5216e5&class_code=XJT6T-U34WV
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Placement Result 

What is my placement result? Your placement result (overall score) is a number between 0 and 100. It 

represents the percentage of topics ALEKS has identified you have mastered.  

Course recommendations are as follows:  

 

Course Number Course Name 



https://jcubulletin.coursedog.com/bulletin-home
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What are ALEKS Knowledge Checks? While working in a Prep and Learning Module, you will periodically 

complete a Knowledge Check to ensure you have mastered the topics you gained in Learning Mode. If you do 

not show mastery during the Knowledge Check, the topics will be added back into your Learning Pie so you 

can review them again.   

Does progress in an ALEKS Prep and Learning Module count toward placement? No. You must complete a 

new Placement Assessment to change your placement result. Select the placement tab in the upper right 

corner of the ALEKS page to start a new Placement Assessment. 

Can I change to a different Prep and Learning Module later? No. You may only use one Prep and Learning 

Module. If you are unsure which module to select, use the module recommended by ALEKS or consult with 

your advisor. 

 

Technical Support 

What do I do if my web browser gets stuck or my computer crashes while I'm taking the Placement 

Assessment? Simply close the browser, or log out and log back in. ALEKS will resume the Placement 

Assessment exactly where you left off, with no loss of your previous answers. 

Where can I get help with ALEKS? 

Contact ALEKS Customer Support 

http://support.aleks.com/assess_placement  

Respondus_Monitor_PPL_Student_Guide.pdf 

https://mhedu.force.com/aleks/s/alekscontactsupport
http://support.aleks.com/assess_placement
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-JL_54WZCXPjzkq3lyx8tKX45e3HRhKn/view

